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Every human society displays some form of behavior that can be called “art,” and in most societies other
than our own the arts play an integral part in social life. Those who wish to understand art in its broadest
sense, as a universal human endowment, need to go beyond modern Western elitist notions that disregard
other cultures and ignore the human species’ four-million-year evolutionary history.

This book offers a new and unprecedentedly comprehensive theory of the evolutionary significance of art.
Art, meaning not only visual art, but music, poetic language, dance, and performance, is for the first time
regarded from a biobehavioral or ethical viewpoint. It is shown to be a biological necessity in human
existence and fundamental characteristic of the human species.

In this provocative study, Ellen Dissanayake examines art along with play and ritual as human behaviors that
“make special,” and proposes that making special is an inherited tendency as intrinsic to the human species
as speech and toolmaking. She claims that the arts evolved as means of making socially important activities
memorable and pleasurable, and thus have been essential to human survival.

Avoiding simplism and reductionism, this original synthetic approach permits a fresh look at old questions
about the origins, nature, purpose, and value of art. It crosses disciplinary boundaries and integrates a
number of divers fields: human ethology; evolutionary biology; the psychology and philosophy of art;
physical and cultural anthropology; “primitive” and prehistoric art; Western cultural history; and children’s
art. The final chapter, “From Tradition to Aestheticism,” explores some of the ways in which modern
Western society has diverged from other societies--particularly the type of society in which human beings
evolved--and considers the effects of the aberrance on our art and our attitudes toward art.

This book is addressed to readers who have a concerned interest in the arts or in human nature and the state
of modern society.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Williams:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take What Is Art For? as your daily resource information.

Loretta Manson:

This book untitled What Is Art For? to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this guide from your list.

Mary James:

The book untitled What Is Art For? is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of What Is Art For?
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Michael Sherman:

The particular book What Is Art For? has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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