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The defining quality of Russian literature, for most critics, is its ethical seriousness expressed through formal
originality. The Trace of Judaism addresses this characteristic through the thought of the Lithuanian-born
Franco-Jewish philosopher Emmanuel Levinas. Steeped in the Russian classics from an early age, Levinas
drew significantly from Dostoevsky in his ethical thought. One can profitably read Russian literature through
Levinas, and vice versa.
 
Vinokur links new readings of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Isaac Babel, and Osip Mandelstam to the work of
Levinas, to ask: How does Judaism haunt Russian literature? In what ways is Levinas' ethics as "Russian" as
it is arguably "Jewish"? And more broadly, how do ethics and aesthetics inflect each other? Vinokur
considers how the encounter with the other invokes responsibilities ethical and aesthetic, and shows how the
volatile relationship between ethics and aesthetics--much like the connection between the Russian and
Jewish traditions--may be inextricably symbiotic. In an ambitious work that illuminates the writings of all of
these authors, Vinokur pursues the implications of this reading for our understanding of the function of
literature--its unique status as a sphere in which an ethical vision such as that of Levinas becomes
comprehensible.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel, Mandelstam,
Levinas (Northwestern University Press Studies in Russian Literature (Hardcover)).

Shirley Kier:

This The Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel, Mandelstam, Levinas (Northwestern University Press
Studies in Russian Literature (Hardcover)) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of The Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel, Mandelstam, Levinas (Northwestern University
Press Studies in Russian Literature (Hardcover)) without we know teach the one who examining it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel,
Mandelstam, Levinas (Northwestern University Press Studies in Russian Literature (Hardcover)) can bring
when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel, Mandelstam, Levinas
(Northwestern University Press Studies in Russian Literature (Hardcover)) having excellent arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lorenza Jones:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Trace
of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel, Mandelstam, Levinas (Northwestern University Press Studies in Russian
Literature (Hardcover)) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jack Bemis:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel,
Mandelstam, Levinas (Northwestern University Press Studies in Russian Literature (Hardcover)) can be the



answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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