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Marital status was afundamental legal and cultural feature of women's identity in the eighteenth century.
Free women who were not married could own property and make wills, contracts, and court appearances,
rights that the law of coverture prevented their married sisters from enjoying. Karin Wulf explores the
significance of marital statusin this account of unmarried women in Philadelphia, the largest city in the
British colonies.

In amajor act of historical reconstruction, Wulf draws upon sources ranging from tax lists, censuses, poor
relief records, and wills to almanacs, newspapers, correspondence, and poetry in order to recreate the daily
experiences of women who were never-married, widowed, divorced, or separated. With its substantial
population of unmarried women, eighteenth-century Philadelphia was much like other early modern cities,
but it became a distinctive proving ground for cultural debate and social experimentation involving those
women. Arguing that unmarried women shaped the city as much as it shaped them, Wulf examines popular
literary representations of marriage, the economic hardships faced by women, and the decisive impact of a
newly masculine public culture in the late colonial period.
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From reader reviews:
| saiah Owen:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Not All Wives: Women of Colonial

Philadel phia e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Not All Wives:
Women of Colonial Philadel phia as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one
book that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Janet Warren:

This Not All Wives: Women of Colonia Philadelphiais great e-book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentencesinside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Not
All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphiain your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt which?

Jack Godina:

Y ou can get this Not All Wives: Women of Colonia Philadel phia by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mabile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Amy Smith:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is known
as of book Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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