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Japan is alive with much more than tradition. Cities reverberate with the whirl of crisscrossing trains,
pulsating neon, and hurry-scurrying crowds. High-tech skyscrapersrise from the rice paddies. Rural festivals
unleash atorrent of raw energy in an otherwise tranquil countryside. And ancient vol canoes-after snoozing
for centuries-awaken with athunderous roar to remind the islands' inhabitants of the mighty forces of nature.

Beneath al the frenetic forward motion of present-day Japan lies a foundation built on over a millennium of
recorded history and a vast legacy of artistic and cultural traditions. The Japanese often pause to reflect on
their past-for there lies the key to their national identity, so often obscured in today's confusing web of
satellites and semiconductors.

The contemporary color schemes, time-honored traditions, and dynamic natural beauty of Japan cometo life
in thislavishly illustrated book. Geisha and robots, Fuji and fine arts, shrines and skyscrapers-they're all

here. An illuminating foreword by Mike Mansfield, former U.S. senator and ambassador to Japan, precedes a
gallery of over 140 color photographs that highlight the nature, modern life, traditional arts, and
contemporary culture of Japan. Accompanying the collage of photos are essays by author-poet Dorothy
Britton, journalist Frederick Hiroshi Katayama, art historian Martha J. McClintock, and architect Azby
Brown, who offer incisive perspectives on the country, its arts, and its people.

Through word and picture, this one volume brings together the contrasting faces of Japan. From the
legendary cherry blossoms of Y oshinoyamato the colorful kitsch of urban architecture, Japan: A Living
Portrait captures the eclectic synthesis of things past, present, and future that makes thisisland nation so
endlesdly fascinating.
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From reader reviews:
Rosemarie Cleveland:

Here thing why this specific Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami Classroom) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which isthe content is
astasty asfood or not. Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami Classroom) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Japan: A Living
Portrait (Origami Classroom). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere likein
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami Classroom) in e-book can be your
option.

John Hickman:

Often the book Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami Classroom) has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Eric Beckman:

Isit anindividual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami
Classroom) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Matthew Simons;

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami Classroom) was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Japan: A Living Portrait (Origami
Classroom) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading in which.
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