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Hatzenbuehler argues that Jefferson, though celebrated as a nationalist, is best understood as a member of the
Virginia gentry who viewed the nation through the lens of his native country, the Commonwealth of
Virginia. Throughout his life, Jefferson was torn between his participation in a privileged order and his
periodic dissent from the order's ways. In taking Virginians to task for their failure to improve Virginia
society, he masked his own reluctance to make fundamental changes in his life. The zenith of Jefferson's
criticism came in Notes on the State of Virginia, where he chided his fellow Virginians for failing to take
advantage of the opportunities that independence from Great Britain promised-including writing a new state
constitution, establishing religious freedom, educating all of the state's youth, farming grains instead of
planting tobacco, and abolishing slavery. The height of his withdrawal from the commitment to the change
he advocated came after his presidency, when he allowed his gentry culture to ensnare him. The author also
investigates specific issues of contention in the Jefferson literature, among them Jefferson's reliance on the
writings of early Virginian writers and George Mason in drafting Summary View of the Rights of British
America and the Declaration of Independence, the influence of the great French Encyclopedie on his
composition of Notes on the State of Virginia, his authorship of the Kentucky Resolutions, his unfulfilled
revolution as president, and the timing of the creation of the University of Virginia. Carefully drawing on
Jefferson's voluminous correspondence, Hatzenbuehler does not shy away from the Founding Father's
failings butfinds much to admire.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this "I Tremble for My
Country": Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent) book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

James Senters:

The reserve untitled "I Tremble for My Country": Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern
Dissent) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of "I Tremble
for My Country": Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Mildred Yen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving "I Tremble for My Country":
Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent) that give your fun preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick "I Tremble for My Country":
Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent) become your own starter.

Sandra Bland:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this "I Tremble for My Country": Thomas
Jefferson and the Virginia Gentry (Southern Dissent).
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