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The rise and fall of the Venetian empire stands unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent majesty. In
City of Fortune, Roger Crowley, acclaimed historian and New York Times bestselling author of Empires of
the Sea, applies his narrative skill to chronicling the astounding five-hundred-year voyage of Venice to the
pinnacle of power.
 
Tracing the full arc of the Venetian imperial saga for the first time, City of Fortune is framed around two of
the great collisions of world history: the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which culminated in the sacking of
Constantinople and the carve-up of the Byzantine Empire in 1204, and the Ottoman-Venetian War of
1499–1503, which saw the Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the
Mediterranean. In between were three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance—years of plunder and
plague, conquest and piracy—during which a tiny city of “lagoon dwellers” grew into the richest place on
earth.
 
Drawing on firsthand accounts of pitched sea battles, skillful negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers,
Crowley paints a vivid picture of this avaricious, enterprising people and the bountiful lands that came under
their dominion. Defiant of emperors, indifferent to popes, the Venetians saw themselves as reluctant
freebooters, compelled to take to the open seas “because we cannot live otherwise and know not how except
by trade.” From the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity and Islam, Venice played a
leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the reverberations of which are still being felt today. Only
an author with Roger Crowley’s deep knowledge of post-Crusade history could put these iconic events into
their proper context.
 
Epic in scope, magisterial in its understanding of the period, City of Fortune is narrative history at its most
engrossing.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kissel:

This City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of City of Fortune:
How Venice Ruled the Seas without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas can bring
any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even telephone. This City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Melissa Kim:

This book untitled City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Charlotte Lee:

The book untitled City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.

Laura Bradberry:

Beside this particular City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas in your phone, it can give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along
with read it from today!
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