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Curtis J. Austin’s Up Against the Wall chronicles how violence brought about the founding of the Black
Panther Party in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, dominated its policies, and finally destroyed the
party as one member after another—Eldridge Cleaver, Fred Hampton, Alex Rackley—left the party, was
killed, or was imprisoned. Austin shows how the party’s early emphasis in the 1960s on self-defense, though
sorely needed in black communities at the time, left it open to mischaracterization, infiltration, and
devastation by local, state, and federal police forces and government agencies. Austin carefully highlights the
internal tension between advocates of a more radical position than the Panthers took, who insisted on
military confrontation with the state, and those such as Newton and David Hilliard, who believed in
community organizing and alliance building as first priorities. Austin interviewed a number of party
members who had heretofore remained silent. With the help of these stories, Austin is able to put the violent
history of the party in perspective and show that the “survival” programs, such as the Free Breakfast for
Children program and Free Health Clinics, helped the black communities they served to recognize their own
bases of power and ability to save themselves.
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From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Up Against the Wall: Violence
in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Christina Moss:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and
Unmaking of the Black Panther Party why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Lynette Petree:

This Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party is completely
new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading
this Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Adam Gutierrez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Up Against the Wall: Violence



in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party.
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