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In the last fifty or so years there has been a gradual shift of attention in scholarship on the Nibelungenlied
from reconstruction of the texts, and tracings of the poem’s multiple and complex antecedents, to
interpretation. In spite of thistrend, thereis still a pressing need for a critical analysis of the Nibelungenlied
as awhole that draws together its various literary qualities and examines in detail the epic’ s unity, depth, and
meaning. Professor Bekker's study provides thiskind of analysis. It takes a fresh approach, viewing the
poem as awork of literary merit worthy to be read for its own sake. It traces the new designs which the poet
brings to the Nibelungen tradition and provides detailed examinations of the main aspects of technique and
structure in the epic. The approach is based on close consultation of the text, with little digression, in an
attempt to guide the reader to an understanding and appreciation of the poem as the author intended it to be
read.

Professor Bekker points out that the poet of the Nibelungenlied does not aim at psychological character
delineation and deliberately refrains from seeking to establish the various prominent figures in the epic as
individuals in the modern sense of the term. Instead, they emerge as representative figures whose

interrel ationships, though interesting, are lessimportant for the unity and meaning of the epic than are their
common rel ationships to the world in which they exist. The question of personal guilt or innocence becomes
irrelevant, and Professor Bekker sees the work ultimately as poetic pageant of a noble way of life and its
destruction. Symbolism, imagery, parallelism, symmetry, and other structural devices all contribute to the
design which expresses the nature of this noble life, and Professor Bekker’s book is a valuable guide to the
complex architecture of this thirteenth-century masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Thomas:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity thisislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
al day long to reading a guide. The book The Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) it is very good
to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can
mOore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.

Jerry Carley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through abook. When you learn
abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,

since book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) provide you with anew experience in studying a book.

Randal Revilla;

Beside this particular The Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) in your phone, it can giveyou a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis
fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) because this book offersto your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from now!

Della Ferguson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and The Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) or
even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of



book like this.
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