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Though collections of Chinese fiction, poetry, and drama abound, there have been no English-language
anthologies of Chinese essays on the market. Now, veteran sinologist David Pollard has selected and
translated the best and most representative examples of Chinese prose writing from the third century to the
contemporary period.

Succinctly tracing the history of the genre in China in his introduction, Pollard then wittily and informatively
introduces each writer chosen. The selections themselves include Ye Shengtao's ruminations of making a
boat trip to visit his ancestors' graves, Fan Bao on life in prison, Gui Yougang's reminiscence of his mother,
Yuan Mei's essay on borrowing books, and more. These writings not only give us marvelous little sketches
of everyday life, lifting the curtain to a past world, they reveal still more about the minds of the writers and
how they saw the world they lived in.

Though the compositions span the past 1,800 years, the bulk of the selections are from the twentieth century
and range from early masters of the form, such as Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren, to the major writers of the
middle generation, such as Ye Chengtao, Zhu Ziqing, Feng Zikai, Liang Shiqiu, and Liang Yuchun, and
conclude with living writers who publish in both Taiwan and the mainland.

Pollard's aim has been to translate examples that are both good in and of themselves and also contribute
something to the essay form. The classical selections represent the native tradition that the modern essayists
either imitated or reacted against. Taken together, these writings illuminate Chinese attitudes and reactions to
the world they inhabit and provide a vast amount of information about the details of everyday life, social
intercourse, and man's reaction to his environment.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

The book The Chinese Essay give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Chinese Essay to be your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Chinese Essay. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this book?

Ann Davis:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book The Chinese Essay has been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book
The Chinese Essay is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the
book The Chinese Essay. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jessica Bowman:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Chinese Essay book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Kevin Zavala:

The particular book The Chinese Essay will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Chinese Essay is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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