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Despite the constitutional division of church and state, the impact of Catholics on American politics in the
1960s and 1970s has been remarkable--as the names of the Kennedys, Eugene McCarthy, Thomas "Tip"
O'Neill, Peter Rodino, Thomas Eagleton, the Berrigan brothers, and Cesar Chavez will attest. In this portrait
of American Catholicism, Mary Hanna intensely analyzes the political influence of this enormously complex
organization. She focuses on the role of the Church in providing the means for an ethnic group to challenge
and contribute to the values of the larger society.

Hanna recognizes that the Church is constantly striving to maintain a balance between changing social
conditions and the principles of faith. In her analysis of the dynamics of this balance, she asks, for example,
why the Church has had such influence on its members on the question of abortion, but has been somewhat
less effective on questions relating to minority welfare. Interviews with working-class leaders in Catholic
"ethnic" communities provide a new understanding of the complexities of Catholic feeling on these timely
issues. Hanna's chapter on the subtleties of the abortion issue, as interpreted by church leaders, Catholic
politicians, and the lay population, is a model of scholarship.

This study applies the methods of quantification, survey research, and interviewing to public policy, and
yields unexpected results. For example, despite Catholics' stereotyped image as conservative and
antiprogressive, Hanna shows that Catholic voters are very liberal on the subject of government's role in
solving problems related to the general welfare-health care, the environment, education, crime, drug
addiction. She also finds upward mobility in Catholics' education and especially their income. This work
combines data from national surveys with personal interviews of clergymen and other Catholic public
figures. Hanna's comprehensiveness, documentation, and innovation make this a searching analysis of
contemporary American Catholicism.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Catholics
and American Politics, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

David Dugas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Catholics and American Politics why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ashley Downs:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Catholics and American Politics can give you a lot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Catholics and American Politics.

Mary Buss:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Catholics and American Politics. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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