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Winnie Lightner (1899–1971) stood out as the first great female comedian of the talkies. Blessed with a
superb singing voice and a gift for making wisecracks and rubber faces, she rose to stardom in vaudeville
and on Broadway. Then, at the dawn of the sound era, she became the first person in motion picture history
to have her spoken words, the lyrics to a song, censored.

In Winnie Lightner: Tomboy of the Talkies, David L. Lightner shows how Winnie Lightner’s hilarious
performance in the 1929 musical comedy Gold Diggers of Broadway made her an overnight sensation. She
went on to star in seven other Warner Bros. features. In the best of them, she was the comic epitome of a
strident feminist, dominating men and gleefully spurning conventional gender norms and moral values. So
tough was she, the studio billed her as “the tomboy of the talkies.”

When the Great Depression rendered moviegoers hostile toward feminism, Warner Bros. tried to craft a new
image of her as glamorous and sexy. Executives assigned her contradictory roles in which she was
empowered in the workplace but submissive to her male partner at home. The new persona flopped at the
box office, and Lightner’s stardom ended. In four final movies, she played supporting roles as the
loudmouthed roommate and best friend of actresses Loretta Young, Joan Crawford, and Mona Barrie.

Following her retirement in 1934, Lightner faded into obscurity. Many of her films were damaged or even
lost entirely. At long last, this biography gives Winnie Lightner the recognition she deserves as a notable
figure in film history, in women’s history, and in the history of show business.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Winnie Lightner: Tomboy of the
Talkies (Hollywood Legends Series) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Brant Castillo:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Winnie Lightner: Tomboy
of the Talkies (Hollywood Legends Series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Billy Doyle:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Winnie Lightner:
Tomboy of the Talkies (Hollywood Legends Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.

Pamela Stanley:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Winnie Lightner: Tomboy of the Talkies (Hollywood
Legends Series) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Winnie
Lightner: Tomboy of the Talkies (Hollywood Legends Series) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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