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An extraordinary prodigy of Mozartean abilities, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy was a distinguished
composer and conductor, a legendary pianist and organist, and an accomplished painter and classicist.
Lionized in his lifetime, he is best remembered today for several staples of the concert hall and for such
popular music as "The Wedding March" and "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing."
Now, in the first major Mendelssohn biography to appear in decades, R. Larry Todd offers a remarkably
fresh account of this musical giant, based upon painstaking research in autograph manuscripts,
correspondence, diaries, and paintings. Rejecting the view of the composer as a craftsman of felicitous but
sentimental, saccharine works (termed by one critic "moonlight with sugar water"), Todd reexamines the
composer's entire oeuvre, including many unpublished and little known works. Here are engaging analyses
of Mendelssohn's distinctive masterpieces--the zestful Octet, puckish Midsummer Night's Dream, haunting
Hebrides Overtures, and elegiac Violin Concerto in E minor. Todd describes how the composer excelled in
understatement and nuance, in subtle, coloristic orchestrations that lent his scores an undeniable freshness
and vividness. He also explores Mendelssohn's changing awareness of his religious heritage, Wagner's
virulent anti-Semitic attack on Mendelssohn's music, the composer's complex relationship with his sister
Fanny Hensel, herself a child prodigy and prolific composer, his avocation as a painter and draughtsman, and
his remarkable, polylingual correspondence with the cultural elite of his time.
Mendelssohn: A Life offers a masterful blend of biography and musical analysis. Readers will discover many
new facets of the familiar but misunderstood composer and gain new perspectives on one of the most
formidable musical geniuses of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Chapin:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Mendelssohn: A Life in Music
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Daniel Carter:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Mendelssohn: A Life in Music book
as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jackie Armstrong:

The reason why? Because this Mendelssohn: A Life in Music is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Nicole Williams:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Mendelssohn: A Life in Music. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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