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From the mysterious glosses by 'EK' in the poetry of Edmund Spenser, to the self-commentary in Vladimir
Nabokov's Pale Fire, readers of literature have been fascinated by the comments, addenda, and footnotes
added by authorsto their own work. In thisinsightful and original work, Sherry Roush investigates poets
motivations for writing glosses. She argues that self-commentary differs fundamentally from standard
commentary, and that it does not necessarily impose an authoritative reading, determine the poem's
significance, or furnish factual autobiographical information. Rather, self-commentary presents an intriguing
ulterior poetic dimension and adds to the inherent tension of the text.

Roush focuses her study on three pairs of authors, each representing a distinct historical-contextual period:
Dante and Boccaccio in the early Italian self-commentative tradition, Lorenzo de' Medici and Girolamo
Benivieni in high Renaissance Florence, and Giordano Bruno and Tommaso Campanella at the turn of the
seventeenth century. Through numerous examples, Roush highlights the non-linear development of this
mixed genre, and shows how poetic self-commentaries respond to unique literary, historical, and political
exigencies, and offer keys to understanding the underlying poetic message. This seminal study will be of
particular value to scholars interested in poetry, hermeneutics, autobiography, and Renaissance studies.
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From reader reviews:
Bonnie Skelton:

This Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian
Studies) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Hermes Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian
Studies) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that thisHermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella
(Toronto Italian Studies) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nettie Powers:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to
Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Barbara Rubio:

This Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian
Studies) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount
of digest in reading thisHermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella
(Toronto Italian Studies) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah |
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anindividua. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and knowledge.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very



important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-
Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies).
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