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In this book Jos Bazelmans offers a new perspective on the relationship between lord and retainer in early
medieval society. This perspective goes beyond established politico-economic interpretations and aims for an
interpretation of this relationship in ritual-cosmological terms.

Drawing on recent developments within French structuralist anthropology and the anthropology of gift
exchange, Bazelmans develops a new model of early medieval socio-political structure (as represented in
Old English Beowulf) which explicitly deals with exchange relations between the living and the
supernatural, the commensurablity of subject and object in gift exchange, and the whole set of
interdependent life-cycle rituals of lords and their warrior-followers. The value of gifts is considered to be
determined not only by their function within a competitive game about prestige, status and power, but also
by its equivalence with a constituent. The value of the gift is fundamental to the noble person and develops
through a man's life-time. It is, ultimately, of a supernatural origin.

The model enables us to understand certain acts at Beowulf's funeral pyre which at first sight appear to be no
more than an ethnographic curiosity (Beowulf 3111b-3114a). The warrior's contributions to his pyre form
the concluding part of a grand ritual undertaking in which society as a whole is involved and in which the
constitution of the noble person, and the disarticulation of that person at his death, is realized. This ritual
undertaking goes beyond the politico-economic concerns of the participants which are central to established
power-based models of early medieval societal structure. The volume includes an extensive overview of the
anthropology of gift exchange.
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From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this By Weapons
Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press -
Amsterdam Archaeological Studies) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Terry Carr:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you obtain it
as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf
(Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological Studies) as the daily resource information.

Lori Gravitt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords,
Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf (Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological
Studies).

Shirley Eagle:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the By Weapons Made Worthy: Lords, Retainers and Their Relationship in Beowulf
(Amsterdam University Press - Amsterdam Archaeological Studies) when you needed it?
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