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Old Cambridge is the traditional name of the once-isolated community that grew up around the early
settlement of Newtowne, which served briefly as the capital of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and then
became the site of Harvard College. This abundantly illustrated volume from the Cambridge Historical
Commission traces the development of the neighborhood as it became a suburban community and bustling
intersection of town and gown. Based on the city's comprehensive architectural inventory and drawing
extensively on primary sources, Building Old Cambridge considers how the social, economic, and political
history of Old Cambridge influenced its architecture and urban development.

Old Cambridge was famously home to such figures as the proscribed Tories William Brattle and John
Vassall; authors Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and William Dean Howells; publishers Charles C. Little,
James Brown, and Henry O. Houghton; developer Gardiner Greene Hubbard, a founder of Bell Telephone;
and Charles Eliot, the landscape architect. Throughout its history, Old Cambridge property owners have
engaged some of the country's most talented architects, including Peter Harrison, H. H. Richardson, Eleanor
Raymond, Carl Koch, and Benjamin Thompson.

The authors explore Old Cambridge's architecture and development in the context of its social and economic
history; the development of Harvard Square as a commercial center and regional mass transit hub; the
creation of parks and open spaces designed by Charles Eliot and the Olmsted Brothers; and the formation of
a thriving nineteenth-century community of booksellers, authors, printers, and publishers that made
Cambridge a national center of the book industry. Finally, they examine Harvard's relationship with
Cambridge and the community's often impassioned response to the expansive policies of successive Harvard
administrations.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Flores:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT
Press). Try to make the book Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT Press) as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Alta Valentin:

The book Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT Press) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT Press) being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Building Old Cambridge: Architecture
and Development (MIT Press). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Geneva Richardson:

Beside this particular Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT Press) in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT
Press) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Tiffaney Serna:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know



that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Building Old Cambridge: Architecture and Development (MIT Press) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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