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Presented as the authentic testimony of the disenfranchised, the colonized, and the oppressed, testimonio has
in the last two decades emerged as one of the most significant genres of Latin America’s post-boom
literature. In the political battles that have taken place around the formation of the canon, the testimonio
holds a special place: no other single genre of literature has taken up such a large part of current debate.
Initially hailed in the 1970s as a genuine form of resistance literature, testimonio has since undergone a
significant change in its critical reception. The essays in The Real Thing analyze the testimonio, its history,
and its place in contemporary consciousness.
Although the literature of testimony arose on the margins of institutional power and its ends were in large
part political change, the canonization of testimonio by the academic Left has moved it from margin to
center, ironically bringing about the institutionalization of its transgressive and counter-hegemonic qualities.
Discussing Latin American works ranging from Salvadorian writer Roque Dalton’s Miguel Marmol to I . . .
Rigoberta Menchu, a work that earned its author a Nobel Prize, this collection explores how critical writing
about testimonio has turned into discourse about the institution of academia, the canon, postmodernism and
postcolonialism, and the status of Latin American studies generally.

Contributors. John Beverley, Santiago Colás, Georg M. Gugelberger, Barbara Harlow, Fredric Jameson,
Alberto Moreiras, Margaret Randall, Javier Sanjines, Elzbieta Sklodowska, Doris Sommer, Gareth Williams,
George Yúdice, Marc Zimmerman
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

This The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse
and Latin America can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Frank Farrow:

The reserve untitled The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Erna Taylor:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin
America can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than
the others?

Madeline Cecil:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Real Thing: Testimonial Discourse and Latin America we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Real Thing:
Testimonial Discourse and Latin America. You can more appealing than now.
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