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The V12 Engine gives an unprecedented and in-depth overview of the significant and important V12-
powered cars and the magnificent engines that powered them, from the smallest, the 1.1-litre Itala of 1926, to
the largest, the 112-litre "Quad Al" of 1965 powered by four Allison twelves.

Karl Ludvigsen, award-winnng automotive historian and author of the acclaimed Porsche: Origin of the
Species takes the reader behind the scenes of the creation of the greatest twelves of all time, from the
effortless urge of the luxurious Hispano-Suiza of the 1930s to the scintillating surge of the Lamborghini
supercars of the 1960s. You're trackside at the epic battles of Grand Prix twelves in the 1930s and 1990s and
you're in the boardrooms of BMW, Audi and Mercedes-Benz as they battle for V12 supremacy into the 21st
Century.

From the first-ever V12 engine of 1904, Ludvigsen traces the type's evolution through the first European
twelve, a 1913 Sunbeam, to the 1915 Packard in America, inspired by a 1908 Schebler. In 1917 Americas
mania for multicylinders saw 16 marques offering V12 cars at New York's show. Britain's Daimler pioneered
them in Europe, where Horch, Tatra, Voisin, Maybach and Hispano-Suiza built twelves.

Not all were successful. Lagonda had mixed fortunes with its twelves and Rolls-Royces Phantom III was an
epic loss-maker. Cadillac left its "V-Future" V12 in the garage while Mercedes-Benz made only a handful of
its twelves before World War II stopped play. Among Formula 1 entries the efforts of Porsche, MGN and
Life were pitiful flops while Honda, Ferrari, BRM and Matra enjoyed success.

Lavishly illustrating The V12 Engine with rare photos and drawings from his Ludvigsen Library, the author
explains how and why twelves evolved as they did and introduces such major movers as Jesse Vincent of
Packard, Sunbeam's Louis Coatalen, Louis Delage, W.O. Bentley, Sir Henry Royce, Hispano's Marc Birkigt,
Ferruccio Lamhorghini, Sir William Lyons of Jaguar, Bugatti's Paolo Stanzani and, of course, Enzo Ferrari.
He brings to life their struggles to achieve their aims and quotes contemporary verdicts on their cars.

Ferrari's fabulous Enzo V12 brings the story up to date, along with contemporary twelve-cylinder engines
from Mercedes-Benz, Lamborghini, BMW, Maybach, Aston Martin, Maserati and Rolls-Royce, and such
newcomers to the V12 ranks as Toyota, Bentley, Volkswagen, Cadillac, Peugeot and Audi.

Blending business with technology, racing with record-breaking and luxury carriages with supercars, The
V12 Engine takes the reader on a high-speed journey through some of the most exciting and exotic cars ever
made.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Spiegel:

The book The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make examining a book The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined
Cars: 1909-2005 being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open
and read a reserve The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-
2005. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this book?

Demarcus Bechtel:

This The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The
V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The V12
Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Patrick Oneil:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love The V12 Engine - The Technology, Evolution and Impact of
V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Angelica Adams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The V12 Engine - The
Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 as well as others sources were given



information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to include
their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The V12 Engine - The
Technology, Evolution and Impact of V12-Engined Cars: 1909-2005 to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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