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Pragmatism and its consequences are central issues in American politics today, yet scholars rarely examine
in detail the relationship between pragmatism and politics. In The Priority of Democracy, Jack Knight and
James Johnson systematically explore the subject and make a strong case for adopting a pragmatist approach
to democratic politics--and for giving priority to democracy in the process of selecting and reforming
political institutions.

What is the primary value of democracy? When should we make decisions democratically and when should
we rely on markets? And when should we accept the decisions of unelected officials, such as judges or
bureaucrats? Knight and Johnson explore how a commitment to pragmatism should affect our answers to
such important questions. They conclude that democracy is a good way of determining how these kinds of
decisions should be made--even if what the democratic process determines is that not all decisions should be
made democratically. So, for example, the democratically elected U.S. Congress may legitimately remove
monetary policy from democratic decision-making by putting it under the control of the Federal Reserve.

Knight and Johnson argue that pragmatism offers an original and compelling justification of democracy in
terms of the unique contributions democratic institutions can make to processes of institutional choice. This
focus highlights the important role that democracy plays, not in achieving consensus or commonality, but
rather in addressing conflicts. Indeed, Knight and Johnson suggest that democratic politics is perhaps best
seen less as a way of reaching consensus or agreement than as a way of structuring the terms of persistent
disagreement.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Priority of Democracy:
Political Consequences of Pragmatism book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Jerry Petrus:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Priority of
Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of
Pragmatismis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Charles Montiel:

The book untitled The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Alice Walker:

You can obtain this The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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