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There emerged in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries a new Jewish elite, notes Moshe Idel, no longer
made up of prophets, priests, kings, or rabbis but of intellectuals and academicians working in secular
universities or writing for an audience not defined by any one set of religious beliefs. In Old Worlds, New
Mirrors Idel turns his gaze on figures as diverse as Walter Benjamin and Jacques Derrida, Franz Kafka and
Franz Rosenzweig, Arnaldo Momigliano and Paul Celan, Abraham Heschel and George Steiner to reflect on
their relationships to Judaism in a cosmopolitan, mostly European, context.

Idel—himself one of the world's most eminent scholars of Jewish mysticism—focuses in particular on the
mystical aspects of his subjects' writings. Avoiding all attempts to discern anything like a single "essence of
Judaism" in their works, he nevertheless maintains a sustained effort to illumine especially the Kabbalistic
and Hasidic strains of thought these figures would have derived from earlier Jewish sources. Looming large
throughout is Gershom Scholem, the thinker who played such a crucial role in establishing the study of
Kabbalah as a modern academic discipline and whose influence pervades Idel's own work; indeed, the author
observes, much of the book may be seen as a mirror held up to reflect on the broader reception of Scholem's
thought.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Old Worlds, New
Mirrors: On Jewish Mysticism and Twentieth-Century Thought (Jewish Culture and Contexts)? Maybe it is
to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

James Vazquez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Old Worlds, New Mirrors: On Jewish Mysticism and Twentieth-Century Thought
(Jewish Culture and Contexts).

Jim Loop:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Old Worlds, New Mirrors: On
Jewish Mysticism and Twentieth-Century Thought (Jewish Culture and Contexts) which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jesus Geist:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Old Worlds, New Mirrors: On Jewish Mysticism and Twentieth-Century Thought (Jewish Culture
and Contexts) when you necessary it?
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