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In this award-winning environmental history of Cuba since the age of Columbus, Reinaldo Funes Monzote
emphasi zes the two processes that have had the most dramatic impact on the island's landscape: deforestation
and sugar cultivation. During the first 300 years of Spanish settlement, sugar plantations arose primarily in
areas where forests had been cleared by the royal navy, which maintained an interest in management and
conservation for the shipbuilding industry. The sugar planters won a decisive victory in 1815, however,
when they were allowed to clear extensive forests, without restriction, for cane fields and sugar production.
This book isthefirst to consider Cuba's vital sugar industry through the lens of environmental history. Funes
Monzote demonstrates how the industry that came to define Cuba--and upon which Cuba urgently depended-
-also devastated the ecology of the island.

The original Spanish-language edition of the book, published in Mexico in 2004, was awarded the UNESCO
Book Prize for Caribbean Thought, Environmental Category. For this first English edition, the author has
revised the text throughout and provided new material, including a glossary and a conclusion that
summarizes important devel opments up to the present.
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From reader reviews:
Michelle Han:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for people. The book From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An
Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) had been making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve From Rainforest to
Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) is not only giving you alot
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book From Rainforest to Cane
Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba). Y ou never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Robert Younger:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since
1492 (Envisioning Cuba) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to giveto you. The writer regarding From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since
1492 (Envisioning Cuba) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So, do you even now thinking From
Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Linkous:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would liketry to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It isrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day long to reading a book. The book From Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History
since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) it is very good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book through your smart
phone. The priceis not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Mar gar et Babin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving From Rainforest to Cane Field



in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to become success
person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick From
Rainforest to Cane Field in Cuba: An Environmental History since 1492 (Envisioning Cuba) become your
personal starter.
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