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Blending history and theory, Chinese Modernism in the Era of Reforms offers both a historical narrative and
a critical analysis of the cultural visions and experiences of China’s post-Mao era. In this volume, Xudong
Zhang rethinks Chinese modernism as a historical genre that arose in response to the historical experience of
Chinese modernity rather than as an autonomous aesthetic movement. He identifies the ideologies of literary
and cultural styles in the New Era (1979–1989) through a critical reading of the various “new waves” of
Chinese literature, film, and intellectual discourse.
In examining the aesthetic and philosophical formulations of the New Era’s intellectual elites, Zhang first
analyzes the intense cultural and intellectual debates, known as the “Great Cultural Discussion” or “Cultural
Fever” that took place in Chinese urban centers in the mid- and late 1980s. Chinese literary modernism is
then explored, specifically in relation to Deng Xiaoping’s sweeping reforms and with a focus on the
changing literary sensibility and avant-garde writers such as Yu Hua, Ge Fei, and Su Tong. Lastly, Zhang
looks at the the making of New Chinese Cinema and films such as Yellow Earth, Horse Thief, and King of
the Children—films through which Fifth Generation filmmakers first developed a style independent from
socialist realism. By tracing the origins and contemporary elaboration of the idea of Chinese modernism,
Zhang identifies the discourse of modernism as one of the decisive formal articulations of the social
dynamism and cultural possibilities of post-Mao China.
Capturing the historical experience and the cultural vision of China during a crucial decade in its emergence
as a world power, Chinese Modernism in the Era of Reforms will interest students and scholars of
modernism, Chinese literature and history, film studies, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Fleeman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Chinese Modernism
in the Era of Reforms: Cultural Fever, Avant-Garde Fiction, and the New Chinese Cinema (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Jessica Wilson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Chinese Modernism in the Era of Reforms: Cultural Fever, Avant-Garde
Fiction, and the New Chinese Cinema (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Kathleen Duff:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Chinese Modernism in the Era of Reforms: Cultural Fever, Avant-Garde Fiction, and
the New Chinese Cinema (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can make you experience more interested to
read.

Elaine Jenkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Chinese
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