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What is the role of government in protecting animal welfare? What principles should policy makers draw on
as they try to balance animal welfare against human liberty?

Much has been written in recent years on our moral duties towards animals, but scholars and activists alike
have neglected the important question of how far the state may go to enforce those duties. Kimberly K.
Smith fills that gap by exploring how liberal political principles apply to animal welfare policy. Focusing on
animal welfare in the United States, Governing Animals begins with an account of the historical relationship
between animals and the development of the American liberal welfare state. It then turns to the central
theoretical argument: Some animals (most prominently pets and livestock) may be considered members of
the liberal social contract. That conclusion justifies limited state intervention to defend their welfare - even
when such intervention may harm human citizens. Taking the analysis further, the study examines whether
citizens may enjoy property rights in animals, what those rights entail, how animals may be represented in
our political and legal institutions, and what strategies for reform are most compatible with liberal principles.
The book takes up several policy issues along the way, from public funding of animal rescue operations to
the ethics of livestock production, animal sacrifice, and animal fighting.

Beyond even these specific policy questions, this book asks what sort of liberalism is suitable for the
challenges of the twenty-first century. Smith argues that investigating the political morality of our treatment
of animals gives us insight into how to design practices and institutions that protect the most vulnerable
members of our society, thus making of our shared world a more fitting home for both humans and the
nonhumans to which we are so deeply connected.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
any book Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Masterson:

Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Governing
Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Silvia Doucet:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Royce Woods:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal
State. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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