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One of the most frequently cited texts on Dante's life and writings, this invaluable study illuminates the
Divine Comedy as well as the great Florentine poet's other works. Author Paget Toynbee was the most
influential Dantean scholar of his era, and this, his most widely known work, presents an exceptional account
of one of the pivotal thinkers of the early Italian Renaissance. Toynbee's meticulous attention to detail and
clear analysis offer a concise account of Dante's world. Besides being a valuable reference for scholars, the
book also serves as a gateway to the past for anyone interested in history or literature.
Toynbee's study opens with historical background on thirteenth-century Florence, which comes alive with
the rivalry between the two political parties, the Guelfs and the Ghibellines. It traces the poet's birth and
ancestry; his youth, education, and military service; and his private and public life, from his condemnation
and exile to his death and subsequent fame. Anecdotes about Dante's personality and character by Boccaccio
and other contemporaries enliven the book, which concludes with an exploration of the Vita Nuova, the
Convivio, and the Divine Comedy, as well as Dante's Latin works.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that Dante Alighieri: His Life and Works
to read.

Daniel Reynolds:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Dante Alighieri: His Life
and Works that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Dante Alighieri: His Life and Works become your personal starter.

Joan McCorkle:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Dante Alighieri: His Life and
Works which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Richard Vaccaro:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Dante Alighieri: His Life and Works. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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