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John C. Calhoun (1782–1850), the South Carolinian who served as a congressman, a senator, and the seventh
vice president of the United States, is best known for his role in southern resistance to abolition and his
doctrine of state nullification. But he was also an accomplished political thinker, articulating the theory of
the “concurrent majority.” This theory, John G. Grove contends, is a rare example of American political
thought resting on classical assumptions about human nature and political life. By tracing Calhoun’s ideas
over the course of his political career, Grove unravels the relationship between the theory of the concurrent
majority and civic harmony, constitutional reform, and American slavery. In doing so, Grove distinguishes
Calhoun’s political philosophy from his practical, political commitment to states’ rights and slavery, and
identifies his ideas as a genuinely classical form of republicanism that focuses on the political nature of
mankind, public virtue, and civic harmony.

Man was a social creature, Calhoun argued, and the role of government was to maximize society’s ability to
thrive. The requirements of social harmony, not abstract individual rights, were therefore the foundation of
political order. Hence the concurrent majority permitted the unique elements in any given society to pursue
their interests as long as these did not damage the whole society; it forced rulers to act in the interest of the
whole. John C. Calhoun’s Theory of Republicanism offers a close analysis of the historical development of
this idea from a basic, inherited republican ideology into a well-defined political theory. In the process, this
book demonstrates that Calhoun’s infamous defense of American slavery, while unwavering, was
intellectually shallow and, in some ways, contradicted his highly developed political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
called John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas))? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Eloise Torres:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book John C. Calhoun's Theory of
Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). All type of book is it possible to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lisa Alaniz:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular John C. Calhoun's
Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) to read.

Lynn Bailey:

The book John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.
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