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Charles Cashdollar reinterprets nineteenth-century British and American Protestant thought by identifying
positivism as the central intellectual issue of the era. Positivism meant, at first, the ideas of the French
thinker Auguste Comte; later in the century, the term indicated a more general opposition to supernatural
religion. Cashdollar shows that contemporary thinkers recognized positivism, at each of these stages, as the
most fundamental of the proliferating challenges to religious belief. He further reveals how the encounter
with positivism altered Protestant orthodoxy--in both subtle and radical ways.

Positivists denied that humans could know anything other than physical phenomena. Declaring many
orthodox beliefs archaic, they proposed a new, ethically based vision of service to humanity. After
portraying the dissemination of these positions among British and American Protestants, the author explains
how each of several groups reacted. A few theologians rejected positivism outright, but many more
responded by recasting their own beliefs. The implications of this story of change extend to such topics as
Darwinism, Biblical criticism, the rise of the social sciences, theological liberalism and the Social Gospel,
the beginnings of fundamentalism, and the twentieth-century debate about "creationism” and science.

Originally published in 1989.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Martha Silva;

In other case, little folks like to read book The Transformation of Theology, 1830-1890: Positivism and
Protestant Thought in Britain and America (Princeton Legacy Library). Y ou can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant a book The Transformation of Theology,
1830-1890: Positivism and Protestant Thought in Britain and America (Princeton Legacy Library). You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Dorothy Payne:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How alot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Transformation of Theology, 1830-
1890: Positivism and Protestant Thought in Britain and America (Princeton Legacy Library) book since this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
isno doubt in it you probably know this.

Milan Allen:

The book The Transformation of Theology, 1830-1890: Positivism and Protestant Thought in Britain and
America (Princeton Legacy Library) has alot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can
get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior
to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Ann McLemore:

The Transformation of Theology, 1830-1890: Positivism and Protestant Thought in Britain and America
(Princeton Legacy Library) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving hisher effort to get every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing The Transformation of Theology, 1830-1890: Positivism and Protestant
Thought in Britain and America (Princeton Legacy Library) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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