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“Once in a blue moon (which means a fairly long cycle in my case) one who deals professionally with new
books comes upon something that seems to him truly noteworthy and memorable-a reading experience
which he will cherish for the rest of his life. And when this book is original and, indeed, unique-when it
achieves something that has never been done before-one's impulse is to rent a billboard, to hire a hall, in
some way to underline and emphasize the excitement and enthusiasm of his discovery, so that other readers
may share his pleasure.

"This has been my experience with The Ten Grandmothers, by Alice Marriott. It was the custom of certain
tribes of Indians of the Great Plains to keep a 'winter count,' or calendar, of important events. Each year an
officially designated scribe or historian of the tribe inscribed on a specially selected and prepared buffalo
hide (which was a sacred tribal possession) a colored pictograph commemorating the most noteworthy event
of the year-the happening or circumstance for which the year would be remembered in the oral literature and
traditions of the tribe.

"Miss Marriott's book is based upon such a tribal history of the Kiowas, an important and tenacious nation of
the southern Great Plains, for more than a hundred years. She has taken representative incidents from this
story and built each into a unified narrative of personal experience, concrete and dramatic. The thirty-three
narratives fall into four groups reflecting the major phases of Kiowa history in the last century; they are
called, since Kiowa .economy was based on the buffalo, The Time When There Were Plenty of Buffalo; The
Time When Buffalo Were Going; The Time When Buffalo Were Gone; and Modern Times. Since the same
characters appear recurringly, the book has the effect of a loosely constructed novel.

"Miss Marriott is an ethnologist. Her book is based on eight years of work with the Kiowas–work that
certainly consisted of much more than superficial interviews with aged Indians. There is evidence
everywhere, not only of accurate scientific knowledge of the material to be presented, but of profound
human insight and understanding.

"Miss Marriott is also a creative artist of extraordinary powers. Her book has abundant humor, drama and
melodrama, beauty and sordidness, pathos and tragedy: all presented sharply, objectively, with economy,
restraint, and dignity. The narrative of the long journey of Wooden Lance, to see for himself and for his tribe
whether the leader of the Ghost Dance movement (that inspired the last desperate, irrational struggle of the
plains Indians against the whites) had 'true power is unforgettable in its simplicity and reality. The story of
the Kiowa girl Leah's return from her years at a boarding school in the East to her family on the reservation
is as true and socially significant as it is poignant and dramatic.

"The great achievement of Miss Marriott's book is that it makes accessible to the reader of today the essence
of a culture, a way of life and thought, now almost vanished from the earth.

"We have an uneasy feeling that some special meaning and value for Americans of today and tomorrow must
lie in the older cultures of our continent which our own has so largely displaced. American writers from
Longfellow on have tried with varying degrees of success to capture that meaning for us.



"Miss Marriott's book shows that our feeling was justified. No discerning reader will fail to find in the men
and women who are so vivid in its pages-Sitting Bear and Eagle Plume, old Quanah and Spear Woman, and
the Kiowa boys riding in their jeep to enlist for the present World War-in their vision and knowledge of life
and their essential experience, abundant meaning for today."
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Ten Grandmothers: Epic of the Kiowas (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Jenkins:

Often the book The Ten Grandmothers: Epic of the Kiowas (The Civilization of the American Indian Series)
has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Charles Buffington:

Beside this specific The Ten Grandmothers: Epic of the Kiowas (The Civilization of the American Indian
Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Ten Grandmothers: Epic of the Kiowas (The Civilization of
the American Indian Series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Raymond Dixon:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Ten Grandmothers: Epic of the Kiowas (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The Ten Grandmothers: Epic of the Kiowas (The Civilization of the American Indian Series)
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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