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For two centuries, travellers were amazed at the massive buildings found along the rivers that flow from the
mountainous interior of Borneo. They concentrated hundreds of people under one roof, in the middle of
empty rainforests. There was no practical necessity for this arrangement, and it remains a mystery. In this
book Peter Metcalf provides an answer by showing the historical context, using both oral histories and
colonial records. The key factor was a pre-modern trading system that funneled rare and exotic jungle
products to China via the ancient coastal city of Brunei. Meanwhile the elite manufactured goods traded
upriver shaped the political and religious institutions of longhouse society. However, the apparent
permanence of longhouses was an illusion. In historical terms, longhouse communities were both mobile and
labile, and the patterns of ethnicity they created more closely resemble the contemporary world than any
stereotype of 'tribal' societies.
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From reader reviews:

Pablo Torrey:

This The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity without we realize teach the one who studying
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Life of the Longhouse: An
Archaeology of Ethnicity can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Life of the Longhouse: An
Archaeology of Ethnicity having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Fredrick Alfred:

This book untitled The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Doyle Swoope:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that
you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the reserve untitled The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity can be good book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Marian Storie:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity can make you feel
more interested to read.
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