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A newly discovered document sheds light on Indian self-governance

Felix Cohen (1907-1953) was a leading architect of the Indian New Deal and steadfast champion of
American Indian rights. Appointed to the Department of the Interior in 1933, he helped draft the Indian
Reorganization Act (1934) and chaired a committee charged with assisting tribes in organizing their
governments. His “Basic Memorandum on Drafting of Tribal Constitutions,” submitted in November 1934,
provided practical guidelines for that effort.

Largely forgotten until Cohen’s papers were released more than half a century later, the memorandum now
receives the attention it has long deserved. David E. Wilkins presents the entire work, edited and introduced
with an essay that describesits origins and placesit in historical context. Cohen recommended that each tribe
consider preserving ancient traditions that offered wisdom to those drafting constitutions. Strongly opposed
to “sending out canned constitutions from Washington,” he offered ideas for incorporating Indigenous
political, social, and cultural knowledge and structure into new tribal constitutions.

On the Drafting of Tribal Constitutions shows that concepts of I1ndigenous autonomy and self-governance
have been vital to Native nations throughout history. Astoday’s tribal governments undertake reform,
Cohen’s memorandum again offers a wealth of insight on how best to amend previous constitutions. It also
helps scholars better understand the historic policy shift brought about by the Indian Reorganization Act.
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From reader reviews:
Ted Bryant:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled On the Drafting of Tribal Constitutions (American Indian
Law and Policy Series). Try to face the book On the Drafting of Tribal Constitutions (American Indian Law
and Policy Series) asyour close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Frederick Cagle:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
guestion since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on guarderia until university need this On the Drafting of Tribal Constitutions
(American Indian Law and Policy Series) to read.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this On the Drafting of
Tribal Constitutions (American Indian Law and Policy Series), you may tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Gordon Miller:

Y ou can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This On the Drafting of Tribal Constitutions
(American Indian Law and Policy Series) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, trainin
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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