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Remarkably little has been written on the subject of modernism in Japanese fiction. Until now there has been
neither a comprehensive survey of Japanese modernist fiction nor an anthology of translations to provide a
systematic introduction. Only recently have the terms "modernism" and "modernist" become part of the
standard discourse in English on modern Japanese literature and doubts concerning their authenticity vis-a-
vis Western European modernism remain. This anomaly is especially ironic in view of the decidedly modan
prose crafted by such well-known Japanese writers as Kawabata Yasunari, Nagai Kafu, and Tanizaki
Jun’ichiro. By contrast, scholars in the visual and fine arts, architecture, and poetry readily embraced
modanizumu as a key concept for describing and analyzing Japanese culture in the 1920s and 1930s.

This volume addresses this discrepancy by presenting in translation for the first time a collection of twenty-
five stories and novellas representative of Japanese authors who worked in the modernist idiom from 1913 to
1938. Its prefatory materials provide a systematic overview of the literary movement’s salient features?anti-
naturalism, cosmopolitanism, the concept of the double self, and actionism?and describe how modanizumu
evolved from its early "jagged edges" into a sophisticated yet popular expression of Japanese urban life in
the first half of the twentieth century. The modanist style, characterized by youthful exuberance, a tongue-in-
cheek tone, and narrative techniques like superimposition, is amply illustrated.

Modanizumu introduces faces altogether new or relatively unknown: Abe Tomoji, Kajii Motojiro, Murayama
Kaita, Osaki Midori, Tachibana Sotoo, Takeda Rintaro, Tani Joji, Yoshiyuki Eisuke, and Yumeno Kyusaku.
It also revisits such luminaries as Kawabata, Tanizaki, and the detective novelist Edogawa Ranpo. Key
works that it culls from the modernist repertoire include Funahashi Seiichi’s Diving, Hagiwara Sakutaro’s
"Town of Cats," Ito Sei’s Streets of Fiendish Ghosts, and Kawabata’s film scenario Page of Madness. This
volume moves beyond conventional views to place this important movement in Japanese fiction within a
global context: an indigenous expression born of the fission of local creativity and the fusion of cross-
cultural interaction.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Modanizumu:
Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Fannie Garcia:

The feeling that you get from Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 could be the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan,
1913-1938 instantly.

Loren Hatfield:

This Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 in your
hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Betty Neal:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer



made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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