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Madness is a sin. The disturbed are shunned. Mental illness is not the church’s problem.

All three claims are wrong.

In Madness, Heather H. Vacek traces the history of Protestant reactions to mental illness in America. She
reveals how two distinct forces combined to thwart Christian care for the whole person. The
professionalization of medicine worked to restrict the sphere of Christian authority to the private and
spiritual realms, consigning healing and care—both physical and mental—to secular, medical specialists.
Equally influential, a theological legacy that linked illness with sin deepened the social stigma surrounding
the mentally ill. The Protestant church, reluctant to engage sufferers lest it, too, be tainted by association,
willingly abdicated care for the mentally ill to secular professionals.

While inattention formed the general rule, five historical exceptions to the pattern of benign neglect
exemplify Protestant efforts to claim a distinctly Christian response. A close examination of the lives and
work of colonial clergyman Cotton Mather, Revolutionary era physician Benjamin Rush, nineteenth-century
activist Dorothea Dix, pastor and patient Anton Boisen, and psychiatrist Karl Menninger maps both the range
and the progression of attentive Protestant care. Vacek chronicles Protestant attempts to make theological
sense of sickness (Mather), to craft care as Christian vocation (Rush), to advocate for the helpless (Dix), to
reclaim religious authority (Boisen), and to plead for the mentally ill (Menninger).

Vacek’s historical narrative forms the basis for her theological reflection about contemporary Christian care
of the mentally ill and Christian understanding of mental illness. By demonstrating the gravity of what
appeared—and failed to appear—on clerical and congregational agendas, Vacek explores how Christians
should navigate the ever-shifting lines of cultural authority as they care for those who suffer.
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From reader reviews:

David Eaton:

This Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies in Religion, Theology, and
Disability) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies in Religion, Theology, and Disability)
can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies in Religion,
Theology, and Disability) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Marilyn McDermott:

Typically the book Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies in Religion,
Theology, and Disability) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book
Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies in Religion, Theology, and Disability) is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Robert Wolfe:

The book untitled Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies in Religion,
Theology, and Disability) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Maria Holder:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Madness: American Protestant Responses to Mental Illness (Studies
in Religion, Theology, and Disability) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this



world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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