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There is no part of our bodies that fully rotates—be it a wrist or ankle or arm in a shoulder socket, we are
made to twist only so far. And yet there is no more fundamental human invention than the wheel—a
rotational mechanism that accomplishes what our physical form cannot. Throughout history, humans have
developed technologies powered by human strength, complementing the physical abilities we have while
overcoming our weaknesses. Providing a unique history of the wheel and other rotational devices—like
cranks, cranes, carts, and capstans—Why the Wheel Is Round examines the contraptions and tricks we have
devised in order to more efficiently move—and move through—the physical world.

Steven Vogel combines his engineering expertise with his remarkable curiosity about how things work to
explore how wheels and other mechanisms were, until very recently, powered by the push and pull of the
muscles and skeletal systems of humans and other animals. Why the Wheel Is Round explores all manner of
treadwheels, hand-spikes, gears, and more, as well as how these technologies diversified into such things as
hand-held drills and hurdy-gurdies.  Surprisingly, a number of these devices can be built out of everyday
components and materials, and Vogel’s accessible and expansive book includes instructions and models so
that inspired readers can even attempt to make their own muscle-powered technologies, like trebuchets and
ballista.

Appealing to anyone fascinated by the history of mechanics and technology as well as to hobbyists with
home workshops, Why the Wheel Is Round offers a captivating exploration of our common technological
heritage based on the simple concept of rotation. From our leg muscles powering the gears of a bicycle to our
hands manipulating a mouse on a roller ball, it will be impossible to overlook the amazing feats of
innovation behind our daily devices.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make
Things Move.

Pearl McLean:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Why
the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Mary Olive:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles,
Technology, and How We Make Things Move as your daily resource information.

Martina White:

Beside that Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We
Make Things Move because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!
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