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Why do some democracies adopt effective development policies while others remain mired in stagnation or
suffer cyclic crises? Previous studies have emphasized poverty or institutional weakness, but weak
accountability and development failure are not limited to low-income countries or to any specific
institutional choices. A better explanation, Mona Lyne argues, is provided by her theory of the voter s
dilemma : where structural conditions render quid pro quo, or clientelistic, politics viable on a national scale,
voters have insufficient incentive to support politicians promising national public goods policies. Under
these conditions, Lyne argues, electoral accountability falls prey to the same n-person prisoner s dilemma
that plagues any other large-scale decentralized attempt to procure collective goods. The theory is tested
through an examination of four prominent cases. A comparison of postwar Brazil and pre-Chávez Venezuela
shows that clientelism debilitated both countries postwar development programs, despite Venezuela s
historically strong institutions and abundant oil revenues. Two comparisons one between contemporary
Brazil and pre-Chávez Venezuela, and another between postwar and contemporary Brazil highlight factors
that reduce the risks of rejecting clientelism as providing the best account of contemporary Brazil s success.
Finally, a comparison of pre-Chávez and contemporary Venezuela explains the continuity in flawed
institutional and policy choices as a result of continuity in clientelistic politics driven by the voter s dilemma.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Carson:

Here thing why this specific The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and
Beyond are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Voter's Dilemma and
Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Voter's Dilemma and
Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic
Accountability: Latin American and Beyond in e-book can be your substitute.

David Goodspeed:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic
Accountability: Latin American and Beyond book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Robert Lofton:

This The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin American and Beyond are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic
Accountability: Latin American and Beyond can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin
American and Beyond giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Dixie Jones:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important



for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Voter's Dilemma and Democratic Accountability: Latin
American and Beyond can make you sense more interested to read.
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