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Excerpt from Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy

In the realm of letters it has been Seneca's destiny, like Banquo's, to beget in his posterity a greatness denied
himself. Virgil, that imperial poet, was the founder of a line of degenerate literary faineants, the Epic
poetasters of Silver Latin: but from Seneca, decadent Silver Latinist himself, by a seeming freak of fortune
can be traced the direct descent of the lordliest names in the dramatic literature of Western Europe. To
estimate his influence and to trace the line of descent from him to the Elizabethans is the main purpose of
this book. But for the sake of completeness I have prefaced a slight sketch of the rise of the Greek drama,
which made him possible, and of the Roman which led up to him, before dealing with Seneca the man, that
strange compound of strength and weakness, brilliance and imbecility, and Seneca the writer, so second-rate,
decadent and vulgar, yet with an ingenuity like Ovid's, almost genius, and an influence on Renaissance
literature which really is amazing.

But before going into details it may be well to try to give the keynote of the whole, the thread that may be
recognised running through even the earlier, but far more the later, part of our period of 500 B.C. to 1640
a.d. I mean that endless conflict which under a hundred different names is waged through all cultures, in all
times and lands.

On the one side stands Classicism, in its widest sense, the feeling for the value of tradition, of form; for
perfect form is of its nature the outcome of a long traditional evolution. And Classical minds and Classical
periods are really only those in which are particularly realised the value of restraint.
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

With other case, little folks like to read book Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Randell Easley:

The book Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Seneca and
Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
start and read a reserve Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jeff Jaco:

This book untitled Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint) to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Gabriel Harris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (Classic Reprint) can be your answer given it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.
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