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On January 18, 1914, seven male poets gathered to eat a peacock. W. B. Yeats and Ezra Pound, the
celebrities of the group, led four lesser-known poets to the Sussex manor house of the man they were
honouring, Wilfrid Scawen Blunt: the poet, horse-breeder, Arabist, and anti-imperialist married to Byron's
only granddaughter. In this story of the curious occasion that came to be known as the 'peacock dinner,'
immortalized in the famous photograph of the poets standing in a row, Lucy McDiarmid creates a new kind
of literary history derived from intimacies rather than 'isms.' The dinner evolved from three close literary
friendships, those between Pound and Yeats, Yeats and Lady Gregory, and Lady Gregory and Blunt, whose
romantic affair thirty years earlier was unknown to the others. Through close readings of unpublished letters,
diaries, memoirs, and poems, in an argument at all times theoretically informed, McDiarmid reveals the way
marriage and adultery, as well as friendship, offer ways of transmitting the professional culture of poetry.
Like the women who are absent from the photograph, the poets at its edges (F.S. Flint, Richard Aldington,
Sturge Moore, and Victor Plarr) are also brought into the discussion, adding interest by their very
marginality. This is literary history told with considerable style and brio, often comically aware of the
extraordinary alliances and rivalries of the 'seven male poets' but attuned to significant issues in coterie
formation, literary homosociality, and the development of modernist poetics from late-Victorian and
Georgian beginnings. Poets and the Peacock Dinner  is written with critical sophistication and a wit and
lightness that never compromise on the rich texture of event and personality.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal.

Melvin Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a
Meal seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary
History of a Meal is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal. You never sense lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Helen McClain:

The feeling that you get from Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal is the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Poets and the
Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal instantly.

Rubin Bourne:

Beside this Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Poets and the Peacock Dinner: The Literary History of a Meal because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want



to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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