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The astonishing career of Galla Placidia (c. 390-450) provides valuable reflections on the state of the Roman
empire in the fifth century CE. In an age when emperors, like Galla's two brothers, Arcadius (395-408) and
Honorius (395-423), and nephew, Theodosius II (408-450), hardly ever ventured beyond the fortified
enclosure of their palaces, Galla spent years wandering across Italy, Gaul and Spain first as hostage in the
camp of Alaric the Goth, and then as wife of Alaric's successor. In exile at the court of her nephew in
Constantinople Galla observed how princesses wield power while vaunting piety. Restored to Italy on the
swords of the eastern Roman army, Galla watched the coronation of her son, age six, as the emperor of the
western Roman provinces. For a dozen years (425-437) she acted as regent, treading uneasily between rival
senatorial factions, ambitious church prelates, and charismatic military leaders.

This new biography of Galla is organized according to her changing roles as bride, widow, bereaved mother,
queen and empress. It examines her relations with men in power, her achievements as a politician, her skills
at establishing power bases and political alliances, and her efficiency at accomplishing her desired goals.
Using all the available sources, documents, epigraphy, coinage and the visual arts, and Galla's own letters,
Hagith Sivan reconstructs the turning points and highlights of Galla's odd progression from a bloodthirsty
princess at Rome to a bride of a barbarian in Gaul, from a manipulative sister and wife of emperors at the
imperial court at Ravenna to a beggar at the court of her relatives in Constantinople, and from a devious
regent of the western Roman empire to a collaborator of popes in Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Kayla Merritt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in
Antiquity). Try to stumble through book Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity) as
your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Edward Upton:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity) can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jerry Smith:

The book Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Chung England:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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