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Coral reefs are one of the most biologically diverse habitats in the world, host to an extraordinary variety of
marine plants and animals. They are also one of the world's most fragile and endangered ecosystems. The
growth of mass tourism, combined with the boom in popularity of scuba diving, has brought these
spectacular ecosystems to public attention across the planet.

Coral reefs provide essential fish habitat, support endangered and threatened species, and harbor protected
marine mammals and turtles. They are a significant source of food, provide income and employment through
tourism and marine recreation, and offer countless other benefits to humans, including supplying compounds
for pharmaceuticals. Y et coral reefs around the world are rapidly being degraded by a number of human
activities, such as overfishing, coastal development, and the introduction of sewage, fertilizer, and sediment.

World Atlas of Coral Reefs provides the first detailed and definitive account of the current state of our
planet's coral reefs. With its wealth of authoritative and up-to-date information, the finest maps available,
and detailed descriptive texts and images by leading experts, this full-color volume will be a critical resource
for anyone interested in these vital environments.

World Atlas of Coral Reefs contains eighty-four full-page newly researched and drawn color maps, together
with more than two hundred color photos illustrating reefs, reef animals, and images taken from space by
NASA astronauts during the 2000 and 2001 space shuttle flights. The authors provide awealth of
information on the geography, biodiversity, and human uses of coral reefs, as well as details about the threats
to their existence.

Prepared at the UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge, England--the United Nations
office responsible for providing authoritative information on the condition of global biodiversity--the Atlas
will be acritical tool for scientists, students, policymakers, and planners at local, national, and international
levels alike.

Publication of the World Atlas of Coral Reefsis supported by international institutions including the United
Nations Environment Programme; The Marine Aquarium Council, The International Coral Reef Initiative;
ICLARM--The World Fish Center; the Professional Association of Diving Instructors, and the Aventis
Foundation.
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From reader reviews:
Kathy Wilson:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This World Atlas of Coral Reefsis our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
thisera

Derek Wire:

Now aday people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this World Atlas of Coral
Reefs book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may aready know.

Anne Hernandez:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple way to have that. What you need to doisjust
spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list will be World Atlas of Coral Reefs. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get
many advantages.

Maria Clyburn:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and World Atlas of Coral Reefs or perhaps others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes World Atlas of
Cora Reefsto make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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