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In the age of the Theodosian dynasty and the establishment of Christianity as the only legitimate religion of
the Roman Empire, few figures are more pivotal in the power politics of the Christian church than
archbishop Theophilus of Alexandria (385-412). This work examines the involvement of archbishop
Theophilus in the so-called First Origenist Controversy when the famed third-century Greek theologian
Origen received, a century and a half after his death, a formal
condemnation for heresy. Modern scholars have been successful in removing the majority of the charges
which Theophilus laid on Origen as not giving a fair representation of his thought. Yet no sufficient
explanation has been offered as to why what to us appears as an obvious miscarriage of justice
came to be accepted, or why it was needed in the first place. Kratsu Banev offers a sustained argument for
the value of a rhetorically informed methodology with which to analyse Theophilus' anti-Origenist Festal
Letters. He highlights that the wide circulation and overt rhetorical composition of these letters allow for a
new reading of these key documents as a form of 'mass-media' unique for its time. The discussion is built on
a detailed examination of two key ingredients in the pastoral
polemic of the archbishop - masterly use of late-antique rhetorical conventions, and in-depth knowledge of
monastic spirituality - both of which were vital for securing the eventual acceptance of Origen's
condemnation. Dr Banev's fresh approach reveals that Theophilus' campaign formed part of a consistent
policy aimed at harnessing the intellectual energy of the ascetic movement to serve the wider needs of the
church.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

This Theophilus of Alexandria and the First Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power (Oxford Early
Christian Studies) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Theophilus of Alexandria
and the First Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power (Oxford Early Christian Studies) without we realize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Theophilus of Alexandria and the First Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Theophilus of Alexandria and the First
Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power (Oxford Early Christian Studies) having good arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Debra Jones:

This book untitled Theophilus of Alexandria and the First Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power
(Oxford Early Christian Studies) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this reserve from your list.

Rita Kirby:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Theophilus of Alexandria and the First Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
ideal all of you.

Mary Young:

You may get this Theophilus of Alexandria and the First Origenist Controversy: Rhetoric and Power (Oxford
Early Christian Studies) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of



written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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