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The Fate of Family Farming employs a hands-on approach, with much local New England detail, in its
exploration of the history and future of American family farming as an idea and as an ongoing way of life.
Early chapters situate family farming within American history, beginning with Jamestown and Plymouth,
continuing with Jefferson, Emerson and others, and including the technological transformations occuring in
farming during the twentieth century. An extended chapter deals with the idea of "agrarianism," and
considers in detail the work of Louis Bromfield, Victor Hanson, and Wendell Berry. The middle section of
the book opens a window on present-day farming with detailed portraits of four farms devoted, respectively,
to the production of maple syrup, eggs and corn, milk, and apples. The author takes the reader to the barns
and fields of these farms, introduces the farm families, helps the reader taste the syrup and corn and smell the
silage and, ultimately, enables others to see the economic and ecological challenges that farmers today face,
and to consider their strategies for survival. In the last portion of the book the author provides a very
accessible examination of the role of farm technology and global economics, including the many ironies of
farming "success," followed by a chapter that balances the threat and promise of biotechnology, and a
concluding analysis of the current struggle for "the soul of agriculture."
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

The book The Fate of Family Farming: Variations on an American Idea make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Fate
of Family Farming: Variations on an American Idea to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Fate of Family Farming: Variations on
an American Idea. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Cynthia Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Fate of Family Farming:
Variations on an American Idea is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Veronica Lopez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Fate of Family Farming: Variations on an American Idea.

Robin Adams:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Fate of Family Farming: Variations on an American Idea offer you a new experience in
examining a book.
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