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“This book is about the relationship between the Civil War generation and the founding generation,”
Timothy S. Huebner states at the outset of this ambitious and elegant overview of the Civil War era. The
book integrates political, military, and social developments into an epic narrative interwoven with the thread
of constitutionalism—to show how all Americans engaged the nation's heritage of liberty and constitutional
government.

Whether political leaders or plain folk, northerners or southerners, Republicans or Democrats, black or
white, most free Americans in the mid-nineteenth century believed in the foundational values articulated in
the Declaration of Independence of 1776 and the Constitution of 1787—and this belief consistently animated
the nation's political debates. Liberty and Union shows, however, that different interpretations of these
founding documents ultimately drove a deep wedge between North and South, leading to the conflict that
tested all constitutional faiths. Huebner argues that the resolution of the Civil War was profoundly
revolutionary and also inextricably tied to the issues of both slavery and sovereignty, the two great
unanswered questions of the Founding era.

Drawing on a vast body of scholarship as well as such sources as congressional statutes, political speeches,
military records, state supreme court decisions, the proceedings of black conventions, and contemporary
newspapers and pamphlets, Liberty and Union takes the long view of the Civil War era. It merges Civil War
history, US constitutional history, and African American history and stretches from the antebellum era
through the period of reconstruction, devoting equal attention to the Union and Confederate sides of the
conflict. And its in-depth exploration of African American participation in a broader culture of
constitutionalism redefines our understanding of black activism in the nineteenth century. Altogether, this is
a masterly, far-reaching work that reveals as never before the importance and meaning of the Constitution,
and the law, for nineteenth-century Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Kina Chatman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Liberty and
Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalismis a single of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world within this book.

Clarence Frey:

The actual book Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism will bring you to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era
and American Constitutionalism is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Scott Foust:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Liberty and Union: The Civil War
Era and American Constitutionalism can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should
have Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism.

Amy Terrell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalism was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Liberty
and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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