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In Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis, Theodore G. Obenchain
traces the life story of a nineteenth-century Hungarian obstetrician who was shunned and marginalized by the
medical establishment for advancing afar-sighted but unorthodox solution to the appalling mortality rates
that plagued new mothers of the day.

In engrossing detail, Obenchain recreates for readers the sights, smells, and activities within a hospital of that
day. In an era before the acceptance of modern germ science, physicians saw little need for cleanliness or
hygiene. As a consequence, antiseptic measures were lax and rudimentary. Especially vulnerableto
contamination were new mothers, who frequently contracted and died from childbed fever (puerperal fever).
Genius Belabored follows Semmelweis' s awakening to the insight that many of these deaths could be
avoided with basic antiseptic measures like hand washing.

The medical establishment, intellectually unprepared for Semmelweis' s prescient hypothesis, rejected it for a
number of reasons. It was unorthodox and went against the lingering Christian tradition that the dangers of
childbirth were inherent to the lives of women. Complicating matters, colleagues did not consider
Semmelweis an easy physician to work with. His peers described him as strange and eccentric. Obenchain
offers an empathetic and insightful argument that Semmelwei's suffered from bipolar disorder and illuminates
how his colleagues, however dedicated to empirical science they might have been, misudged Semmelweis's
methods based upon ignorance and their emotional discomfort with him.

In Genius Belabored, Obenchain identifies Semmelweis s rightful place in the pantheon of scientists and
physicians whose discoveries have saved the lives of millions. Obenchain’s biography of Semmelweis offers
unique insights into the practice of medicine and the mindsets of physicians working in the premodern era.
This fascinating study offers much of interest to general readers as well as those interested in germ theory,
the history of medicine and obstetrics, or anyone wishing to better understand the trajectory of modern
medicine.

i Download Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Li ...pdf

@ Read Online Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic ...pdf



http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0817319298

Download and Read Free Online Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz
Semmelweis Theodore G. Obenchain

From reader reviews:
Gary Mclntosh:

The book Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz
Semmelweis has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Combs:

Here thing why this particular Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis
are different and trusted to be yours. First of al examining abook is good but it really depends in the content
of the usb ports which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the
Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the
Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can actually
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the
Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis in e-book can be your aternative.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Exactly why? Because this Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweisis
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you alot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Alice Concannon:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever
and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweisis simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and aso soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the



particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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