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Everyone is familiar with the words diva or prima donna, which have come to mean a (usually) outrageous
operatic soprano, but there was a time when the star of the show was more often a contralto, or a soprano
singing in today's mezzo-soprano range. This performer was referred to as an alto. In the 17th and 18th
centuries, the male and female leading roles were likely to be sung by emasculated males, the alto castrati,
although there were many great female altos during this period as well. The music for these fantastic artists,
written by such composers as Porpora, Vinci, Hasse, and even Handel, has been largely forgotten. At the
beginning of the 19th century, as the castrati died out, their roles were often assumed by female altos
referred to as musici. New repertoire continued to be written for them by Rossini and others, but gradually,
this musical tradition and technique was lost. Now, however, because of the talent and industry of such
gifted artists as Marilyn Horne, Cecilia Bartoli, and Joyce DiDonato, and the sudden ease with which the
performance of these forgotten works can be obtained, there is a resurgence of interest in the performance
and preservation of this lost art.

Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto examines the careers of nearly 320 great alto singers, including the great
castrati, from the dawn of opera in 1597 to the present. The music of the composers who wrote for the alto
voice is discussed along with musical examples and suggestions for listening. The exploration of the greatest
altos’ careers and techniques offers inspiration for aspiring young singers as well as absorbing reading for
the music lover who wants to know more about the fascinating world of opera.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Elizabeth Easterling:

The reason why? Because this Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ethel Springer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you could pick Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto become your own personal starter.

Karen Bergeron:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alto: The Voice of Bel Canto can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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