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After the economic disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed tens of millions of lives from
1958–1962, an aging Mao Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up his reputation and eliminate
those he viewed as a threat to his legacy. The stated goal of the Cultural Revolution was to purge the country
of bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were threatening genuine communist ideology. Young
students formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to the death, but soon rival factions started
fighting each other in the streets with semiautomatic weapons in the name of revolutionary purity. As the
country descended into chaos, the military intervened, turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.

The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976 draws for the first time on hundreds of previously
classified party documents, from secret police reports to unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches. Frank
Dikötter uses this wealth of material to undermine the picture of complete conformity that is often supposed
to have characterized the last years of the Mao era. After the army itself fell victim to the Cultural
Revolution, ordinary people used the political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out the party's
ideology. In short, they buried Maoism. By showing how economic reform from below was an unintended
consequence of a decade of violent purges and entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts China's most
tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Cultural
Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have additional opinion?

John Lien:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Cultural Revolution: A
People's History, 1962-1976 which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Mary Perry:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 we can acquire
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The
Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976. You can more attractive than now.

Susan Albro:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Cultural Revolution: A
People's History, 1962-1976 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open
a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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