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In 1995 the People's Republic of China passed a controversial Eugenics Law, which, after a torrent of
international criticism, was euphemistically renamed the Maternal and Infant Health Law. Aimed at "the
implementation of premarital medical checkups" to ensure that neither partner has any hereditary, venereal,
reproductive, or mental disorders, the ordinance implies that those deemed "unsuitable for reproduction"
should undergo sterilization or abortion or remain celibate in order to prevent "inferior births." Using this
recent statute as a springboard, Frank Dikötter explores the contexts and history of eugenics in both
Communist China and Taiwan. Dikötter shows how beginning in Late Imperial China, Western eugenics was
imported and combined with existing fears of cultural, racial, or biological degeneration in Chinese society,
leading to government regulation of sexual reproduction.

Imperfect Conceptions is a revealing look at the cultural history of medical explanations of birth defects that
demonstrates how Chinese assumptions about the relationship of the individual to society form the very core
of their attitudes toward procreation. Dikötter explains the patrilineal model of descent, where a person is
viewed as the culmination of his or her ancestors and is held responsible for the health of all future
generations. By this logic, a pregnant woman's behavior and attitude directly influence the well-being of her
baby, and a deformed or retarded child reflects a moral failing on the part of the parents. Dikötter also shows
how the holistic medicine practiced in China blurs any distinction between individual and environment so
that people are held responsible for illness.

Drawing on cultural, social, economic, and political approaches, Dikötter goes beyond a simple authoritarian
model to provide a more complex view of eugenic policy, showing how a variety of voices including those
of popular journalists, social reformers, medical writers, sex educators, university professors, and politicians
all disseminate information that supports rather than questions the state's program.

Imperfect Conceptions reveals how Chinese cultural currents?fear and fascination with the deviant and the
urge to draw clear boundaries between the normal and the abnormal?have combined with medical discourse
to form a program of eugenics that is viewed with alarm by the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Jackson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth
Defects and Eugenics in China. Try to face the book Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth
Defects and Eugenics in China as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Terry Holmes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects
and Eugenics in China had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge,
Birth Defects and Eugenics in China is not only giving you much more new information but also to become
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in
China. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Tom Johnson:

The particular book Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in China will
bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Imperfect
Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in China is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ellen McNulty:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Imperfect Conceptions: Medical Knowledge, Birth Defects and Eugenics in
China can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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