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The three-volume life-story of the Egyptian intellectual Tahah Husayn (1889-1973) is alandmark in modern
autobiography, in Arabic letters, and in the literature of blindness. This justly celebrated text, however, has
never been subjected to the sustained literary analysis here presented by Fedwa Malti-Douglas. Borninto a
modest family and blinded in childhood, Husayn nevertheless conquered first his own and then a European
educational system to become one of his country's leading modernizers. Professor Malti-Douglas shows that
the personal, social, and literary reality of the hero's blindness gives the autobiography its unity and force.
Blindness and Autobiography is not only arich explication of al-Ayyam but a pioneering study of the
interaction between a severe physical handicap and the autobiographical process. It adds a new perspective
to the contemporary discussion of the cultural uses of the body.

The first part of the book explores blindness and society, from the evolving conflict between personal and
social conceptions of the handicap to the way blindness redefines the more familiar issues of traditional
versus modern, East versus West. The second section examines the relationship of blindnessto the
autobiography's ecriture, rhetoric, and narration.

Originaly published in 1988.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Valerie Wright:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They arereally
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Blindness and Autobiography: Al-Ayyam of TahaHusayn
(Princeton Legacy Library).

Gayle Anderson:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Blindness and Autobiography: Al-
Ayyam of Taha Husayn (Princeton Legacy Library) why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Alex Estepp:

This Blindness and Autobiography: Al-Ayyam of Taha Husayn (Princeton Legacy Library) is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or
we can point out no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Blindness and Autabiography: Al-Ayyam of Taha Husayn
(Princeton Legacy Library) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve aready
do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Irvin Ehlers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Blindness and Autobiography: Al-
Ayyam of Taha Husayn (Princeton Legacy Library) which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this
book? Let's find.
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