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Informatics in the genomic setting involves the storage, search, and manipulation of textual data such as
DNA and protein sequences and related matter such as structural or functional annotations, authors, cross-
links to other sequences or structures, and more. (See the Genbank, EMBL, and PDB databases to get a
better idea.) While some of the search and manipulation needs of a user may be met by generic web
interfaces, often they won't be. Some needs may not have been anticipated when the web interface was
constructed, others perhaps were too complex to support for use over the web.

Perl is an ideal language for such needs. With Perl one will sometimes be able to solve a data search or
manipulation problem in a matter of hours if not minutes. (Solving the same problem in C/C++/Java could
take much, much longer.) Here are some particular problems in this setting for which Perl is a great fit.

? Searching sequence databases with regular expression patterns.

? Parsing entries in databases (e.g., reading a Genbank entry of a gene and extracting its exons).

? Converting database entries from one format to another (e.g., converting from Genbank to EMBL format).

? Using standard sequence analysis tools written in Perl. (See the various Perl packages supported by the
BioPerl project.)

This short book introduces Perl to the bio or computer scientist interested in or working in bioinformatics.
Chapter 1 covers data types. Chapter 2 covers control structures. Chapter 3 covers input and output. Chapter
4 covers regular expressions. Chapter 5 covers handy functions on strings. Chapter 6 covers subroutines. All
these chapters contain illustrative examples from bioinformatics. These chapters cover only those features of
Perl that are particularly important to know in the context of search and manipulation of biomolecular data.
In particular, Unix-specific features such as those involving Unix file, directory and process management are
omitted. Chapter 7 presents several Perl scripts for various common bioinformatics tasks. Chapter 8 covers
the BioPerl project.

Chapter 9 presents some modules, with examples from bioinformatics.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Perl for
Bioinformatics? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Donald Freeman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Perl for Bioinformatics will make
you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

David Yoon:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Perl for Bioinformatics can be excellent book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Tammy Carver:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Perl for Bioinformatics to make your
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Perl for
Bioinformatics can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
that time.
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