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The secret double life of the man who mapped the American West, and the woman he loved

Clarence King is a hero of nineteenth century western history; a brilliant scientist and witty conversationalist,
best-selling author and architect of the great surveys that mapped the West after the Civil War. Secretary of
State John Hay named King “the best and brightest of his generation.” But King hid a secret from his Gilded
Age cohorts and prominent family in Newport: for thirteen years he lived a double life—as the celebrated
white explorer, geologist and writer Clarence King and as a black Pullman porter and steel worker named
James Todd. The fair blue-eyed son of a wealthy China trader passed across the color line, revealing his
secret to his black common- law wife, Ada Copeland, only on his deathbed.

King lied because he wanted to and he lied because he had to. To marry his wife in a public way – as the
white man known as Clarence King – would have created a scandal and destroyed his career. At a moment
when many mixed-race Americans concealed their African heritage to seize the privileges of white America,
King falsely presented himself as a black man in order to marry the woman he loved.

Noted historian of the American West Martha Sandweiss is the first writer to uncover the life that King tried
so hard to conceal from the public eye. She reveals the complexity of a man who while publicly espousing a
personal dream of a uniquely American “race,” an amalgam of white and black, hid his love for his wife,
Ada, and their five biracial children. Passing Strange tells the dramatic tale of a family built along the fault
lines of celebrity, class, and race—from the “Todd’s” wedding in 1888, to the 1964 death of Ada King, one
of the last surviving Americans born into slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

The book untitled Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color Line is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and
Deception Across the Color Line from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lisa Rice:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the
Color Line why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Denise Dennis:

This Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color Line is completely new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color Line can be the light food
for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Clifford Harvey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of
Love and Deception Across the Color Line.
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