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The standard reference on historical swordsmanship since its 1885 publication, this volume is still widely
considered the definitive work on fencing history and the art of European swordsmanship. The author,
Egerton Castle, traces fencing from its roots in the unschooled brawling of the Middle Ages to its latter-day
precision and refinement, focusing particularly on the 16th-century development of the rapier and the
weapon's popularity in Renaissance Italy, where Italian masters founded the modern art of swordsmanship.
Envisioning the history of the sword as a history of humanity, the author proposes that the changes in modes
of fencing corresponded to changes in manners. The rough, untutored fighting of the Middle Ages, for
example, mirrored the supremacy of brute force in social and political life. The more subtle Renaissance era
led to the ascendancy of the rapier and dagger, weapons of vicious elegance rather than sturdy brutality.
Subsequent years saw a dwindling incidence of dueling, the decline of the sword to an article of gentlemen's
apparel, and the reduction of swordsmanship to a courtly accomplishment akin to dancing.
"The subject is full of interest," the author notes in his Introduction, "not only for the fencer who looks upon
his favourite pastime as a science, but also in a high degree for the novelist, the painter, the actor, and the
antiquarian." All will welcome the return of this abundantly illustrated and long-out-of-print work.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the
Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor). All type of book can you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Fabiola Stewart:

This Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military
History, Weapons, Armor) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover
Military History, Weapons, Armor) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to the
Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jane Rich:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day long to reading a publication. The book Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to
the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Linda Barefoot:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have
to know that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include



you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this
Schools and Masters of Fencing: From the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (Dover Military History,
Weapons, Armor).
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