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A rural expatriate’s struggle to reconcile family, home, love, and faith with the silence of the prairie
land and its people
 
Melanie Hoffert longs for her North Dakota childhood home, with its grain trucks and empty main streets. A
land where she imagines standing at the bottom of the ancient lake that preceded the prairie: crop rows
become the patterned sand ripples of the lake floor; trees are the large alien plants reaching for the light; and
the sky is the water’s vast surface, reflecting the sun. Like most rural kids, she followed the out-migration
pattern to a better life. The prairie is a hard place to stay—particularly if you are gay, and your home state is
the last to know.
 
For Hoffert, returning home has not been easy. When the farmers ask if she’s found a “fella,” rather than
explain that—actually—she dates women, she stops breathing and changes the subject. Meanwhile, as time
passes, her hometown continues to lose more buildings to decay, growing to resemble the mouth of an old
woman missing teeth. This loss prompts Hoffert to take a break from the city and spend a harvest season at
her family’s farm. While home, working alongside her dad in the shop and listening to her mom warn,
“Honey, you do not want to be a farmer,” Hoffert meets the people of the prairie. Her stories about returning
home and exploring abandoned towns are woven into a coming-of-age tale about falling in love, making
peace with faith, and belonging to a place where neighbors are as close as blood but are often unable to share
their deepest truths.
 
In this evocative memoir, Hoffert offers a deeply personal and poignant meditation on land and community,
taking readers on a journey of self-acceptance and reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

The book Prairie Silence: A Memoir can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the good thing like a book Prairie Silence: A Memoir? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Prairie Silence: A Memoir has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ruth Ward:

The book untitled Prairie Silence: A Memoir is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Prairie Silence: A Memoir from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Pease:

This Prairie Silence: A Memoir is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Prairie Silence: A Memoir in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right
but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that?

Rosalie Lloyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Prairie
Silence: A Memoir.
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