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Why, at the peak of the Jim Crow era early in the twentieth century, did life expectancy for African
Americans rise dramatically? And why, when public officials were denying African Americans access to
many other public services, did public water and sewer service for African Americans improve and expand?
Using the qualitative and quantitative tools of demography, economics, geography, history, law, and
medicine, Werner Troesken shows that the answers to these questions are closely connected. Arguing that in
this case, racism led public officials not to deny services but to improve them -- the only way to "protect"
white neighborhoods against waste from black neighborhoods was to install water and sewer systems in both
-- Troesken shows that when cities and towns had working water and sewer systems, typhoid and other
waterborne diseases were virtually eradicated. This contributed to the great improvements in life expectancy
(both in absolute terms and relative to whites) among urban blacks between 1900 and 1940. Citing recent
demographic and medical research findings that early exposure to typhoid increases the probability of heart
problems later in life, Troesken argues that building water and sewer systems not only reduced waterborne
disease rates, it also improved overall health and reduced mortality from other diseases.Troesken draws on
many independent sources of evidence, including data from the Negro Mortality Project, econometric
analysis of waterborne disease rates in blacks and whites, analysis of case law on discrimination in the
provision of municipal services, and maps showing the location of black and white households. He argues
that all evidence points to one conclusion: that there was much less discrimination in the provision of public
water and sewer systems than would seem likely in the era of Jim Crow.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

The publication untitled Water, Race, and Disease (NBER Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic
Development) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Water, Race, and Disease
(NBER Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic Development) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Kenisha Perkins:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Water, Race, and Disease (NBER Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic
Development) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Shawn Martinez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Water, Race, and Disease (NBER Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic
Development) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Shirley Drago:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Water, Race, and Disease (NBER Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic Development) can be
your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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