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Portraits of Violence explores the image and idea of facial disfigurement in one of its most troubling modern
formations, as a symbol and consequence of war. It opens with Nina Berman’s iconic photograph Marine
Wedding, which provoked a debate about the medical, military, and psychological response to serious
combat injuries. While these issues remain urgent, it is equally crucial to interrogate the representation of
war and injury. The concepts of valor, heroism, patriotism, and courage assume visible form and do their
cultural work when they are personified and embodied. The mutilated or disabled veteran’s body can
connote the brutalizing, dehumanizing potential of modern combat.
 
Suzannah Biernoff draws on a wide variety of sources mainly from WWI but also contemporary
photography and computer games. Each chapter revolves around particular images: Marine Wedding is
discussed alongside Stuart Griffiths’ portraits of British veterans; Henry Tonks’ drawings of WWI facial
casualties are compared to the medical photographs in the Gillies Archives; the production of portrait masks
for the severely disfigured is approached through the lens of documentary film and photography; and finally
the haunting image of one of Tonks’s patients reappears in BioShock, a highly successful computer game.
The book simultaneously addresses a neglected area in disability studies; puts disfigurement on the agenda
for art history and visual studies; and makes a timely and provocative contribution to the literature on the
First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Portraits of Violence: War and the
Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) to read.

Willa Killeen:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Portraits of Violence: War and the Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities:
Discourses Of Disability) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Portraits of Violence: War and the
Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you even now thinking Portraits of Violence: War and the Aesthetics of Disfigurement
(Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lori Whitten:

The actual book Portraits of Violence: War and the Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities: Discourses
Of Disability) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book
Portraits of Violence: War and the Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

David Blackwood:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Portraits of Violence:
War and the Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Portraits of Violence: War and the



Aesthetics of Disfigurement (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability) become your current starter.
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